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Dear TBI readers,
 
While it is not the first time for me to write the 
editor’s letter for TBI, I feel a particular sense of  
honor to introduce to you this very special issue 
of  TBI journal, Issue 4 of  Volume 4. A broad 
range of  articles are published in this issue, 
but there two things I’d like to say a few more 
words. 

We are pleased to have a few articles congratu-
lating Dr. Roger Tsien for sharing the 2008 

Nobel Prize in Chemistry. In addition to his joining the Hall of  Fame of  
Nobel laureates with Chinese heritage, Dr. Tsien’s pioneering works have 
helped those of  us in the biotech and pharmaceutical fields with our work. 
The “A Glowing Nobel Prize” by John Wang gives a snapshot of  the work 
that helped crown Dr. Tsien the Nobel Prize in chemistry.  I have to point 
out that before his work was recognized by Nobel Prize committee, Dr Tsien 
accepted the prestige award from one of  our Alliance organization, SABPA.  
That is now a part of  our proud history. 

This year also marks the ten years anniversary of  the Chinese American Bio-
Pharmaceutical Society. To mark this occasion in CABS’ history, a celebration 
reception was held on December 9th 2008. Over hundred distinguish guests 
attended the reception, many of  them attended our first annual conference 
in 1998. Our Alliance sister organizations also expressed their congratula-
tions and best wishes. An account of  our significant milestones achieved in 
the past 10 years has been captured in the session of  Society Event. 

Looking back, when this society was established 10 years ago, the biotech 
industry was right in the midst of  unprecedented booming, with the San 
Francisco bay area being right in the center of  actions. Ten years later, 
biotechs are largely merged with traditional pharmaceutical industry and are 
facing historical hardship. “For better or for worse”, the Society will also be 
here to support our members.   

Finally, this issue of  TBI was planned to reach you just in time to greet you 
the arrival of  the Year of  Ox. While we are slightly behind schedule, I still 
feel very proper to take this opportunity to wish you a very Happy New Year. 
May the year of  Ox bring us good health and prosperity!

Leping Li
Editor and President of  CABS

The First Chinese Genome Published in <Nature>

The latest edition of  the journal Nature reports on scientists’ 
progress in mapping the Han Chinese genome, entitled “The 
diploid genome sequence of  an Asian individual” with about 
120 scientists listed as co-authors. The sequencing is the first 
for a Han Chinese and the third for humans overall. 

The genome was sequenced to 36-fold average coverage using 
massively parallel sequencing technology and assembled as a 
high-quality consensus sequence for 92% of  the Asian indi-
vidual’s genome. Approximately 3 million single-nucleotide 
polymorphisms (SNPs) inside this region were identified. The 
authors also carried out heterozygote phasing and haplotype 
prediction against HapMap CHB and JPT haplotypes (Chi-
nese and Japanese, respectively), sequence comparison with 

the two available individual genomes (J. D. Watson and J. C. Venter), and structural varia-
tion identification. These variations were considered for their potential biological impact. 
The sequence data and analyses demonstrate the potential usefulness of  next-generation 
sequencing technologies for personal genomics.  

Felix Cheung, a representative of  the Nature 
Publishing Group praised their achievements 
at a press conference in Shenzhen. “The work 
is important because it demonstrates the 
utility of  next-generation genome sequenc-
ing technology and illustrates the potential of  
personal genomics in disease diagnosis,” said 
Cheung. Also, “It’s a representative of  an eth-
nic group that accounts for nearly 30 percent 
of  the human population,” he said. 

According to Dr Jian Wang, the “Yanhuang 
Project”, named after two legendary ancient 

emperors who are considered to be the ancestors of  the Han ethnic group, will map the 
genomes of  100 individual Chinese. The first donor is a researcher. They hope that the 
rest of  the group will be volunteers who want to have their genomes sequenced for purely 
scientific purposes. Wang said it was necessary to create the database to solve problems in-
volving Chinese-specific genetic diseases. “It will also give us a solid foundation for individ-
ual health care in terms of  accurate and effective diagnosis, prediction and therapy,” he said.
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