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Dear friends and colleagues,
It is my great pleasure to introduce this new issue of TBI,
our first issue dedicated to the topic of intellectual property.

As TBI evolves from a local scientific publication towards
a mainstream industrial journal in the Chinese-American
biotech/pharmaceutical community, it is embraced with a
significant expansion of readership with increased sophis-
tication. To continue to meet the growing needs of our
readers and provide in-depth analyses in particular areas
of interests, we have published several issues dedicated to
specific topics, such as personalized medicine, stem cell
research, and avian flu. The present issue reflects our con-
tinued efforts in serving the interests of our readers.

Intellectual property (IP) is the driving force behind innovation, and provides incentive

for long-term investment. It plays pivotal roles in the biotech/pharmaceutical industry,
which relies heavily on innovation and long-term investment. Whether you are a scientific
researcher or an emerging entrepreneut, a general understanding of IP issues will give you
significant competitive advantage in building a successful cateer in the biotech/pharmaceuti-
cal industry. Over the years, we have introduced various topics on the evolving IP law to our
readers. To provide our readers with an opportunity to better understand the intricacies and
practical considerations of intellectual property law, we have dedicated this issue of TBI to
the topic of intellectual property.

The articles included in this issue focus on IP issues in different facets of the biotech/phar-
maceutical industry. Some of the issues are of imminent importance. For example, use of
stem cells in drug discovery and clinical treatment has emerged at the forefront of the biop-
harmaceutical industry. Understanding IP issues related to stem cell research and application
is critical for those planning to delve into this area. For this purpose, we have invited Drs.
Terri Shieh-Newton and Catherine Polizzi to discussed IP considerations surrounding stem
cells and regenerative medicine, including obtaining patent protection, ensuring freedom to
operate, and other legal considerations unique to stem cell research. Equally important is the
article by Dr. Cynthia Zhang discussing legal issues at the crossroad of IP law and the FDA
drug regulation, with a particular emphasis on the interplay between patent delisting and the
180-day market exclusivity for innovative drug developers.

For those who are planning to launch a biopharmaceutical enterprise in China, we have
further included three original articles with a special focus on IP considerations in China.
This series of articles begin with a policy discussion by me and my colleague Kun Wang on
China’s IP environment. This is followed by an article by Dr. Philip Zhang, who provides an
overview of IP strategies for Chinese biotech and pharmaceutical companies from a practi-
cal perspective. Finally, an article authored by Thomas Duley provides an in-depth analysis
of key principles for building successful biotechnology licenses and collaborations between
Chinese and Western companies.

I would like to thank our authors for their valuable time and candidness in dissecting some
of the most complex IP issues for our readers. I would also like to thank members of the
Chinese/American Intellectual Property Law Association (CIPLA), including Drs. Philip
Zhang and Tao Huang, who are instrumental in putting this special issue together.

I hope you find this special issue resourceful and informative, and we welcome your valuable
comments and feedback. Enjoyl!

Janet Xiao, PhD and JD
Morrison & Foerster LLLP
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